
 

 

 

 

 

Mining in Africa: Opportunities in Green Minerals 

As the world transitions toward cleaner energy and sustainable technologies, the demand for 

green minerals has surged. Africa, with its vast mineral wealth, stands at the forefront of this 

global shift, offering unparalleled opportunities for investors and stakeholders. The continent’s 

rich reserves of critical minerals essential for renewable energy, electric vehicles (EVs), and 

advanced technologies make it a key player in shaping a sustainable future. 

What Are Green Minerals? 

Green minerals are those essential for technologies that support a low-carbon and sustainable 

economy. These include: 

• Lithium: Vital for batteries in EVs and energy storage systems. 

• Cobalt: Used in EV batteries and electronics. 

• Graphite: A key component in lithium-ion battery anodes. 

• Rare Earth Elements (REEs): Crucial for wind turbines, solar panels, and EV motors. 

• Copper: Integral to electric wiring and renewable energy infrastructure. 

Africa’s Green Mineral Hotspots 

Africa is home to significant reserves of green minerals, strategically positioning the continent to 

meet growing global demand: 

• Lithium: Zimbabwe, Namibia, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) host some 

of the largest untapped lithium reserves. 

• Cobalt: The DRC accounts for over 60% of the world’s cobalt supply. 

• Graphite: Found abundantly in Mozambique, Madagascar, and Tanzania. 

• Rare Earth Elements: South Africa, Malawi, and Burundi are emerging as important 

sources. 

• Copper: Zambia and the DRC lead Africa’s copper production, essential for EVs and 

renewable energy grids. 

Investment Opportunities 

1. Sustainable Mining Practices 

o Investment in eco-friendly extraction methods to minimize environmental impact. 

o Adoption of renewable energy sources to power mining operations. 



 

 

 

 

 

2. Value Addition and Processing 

o Establishing processing plants to refine raw materials locally, increasing 

profitability and creating jobs. 

o Developing supply chains for global manufacturers, particularly in EV and 

renewable energy sectors. 

3. Infrastructure Development 

o Building transportation, storage, and processing facilities near mining regions. 

o Enhancing energy infrastructure, including solar and hydroelectric projects, to 

support mining activities. 

4. Regional Collaboration 

o Leveraging the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) to create 

interconnected supply chains. 

o Forming partnerships between governments and private investors to maximize 

resource management and benefit sharing. 

Challenges and Solutions 

1. Political Stability and Regulatory Hurdles 

o Working closely with governments to ensure transparent and investor-friendly 

policies. 

2. Environmental and Ethical Concerns 

o Adopting Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) standards to align with 

global sustainability goals. 

o Formalizing artisanal mining to improve safety and efficiency while addressing 

ethical sourcing issues. 

3. Skills and Technology Gap 

o Investing in workforce development and technology transfer to improve mining 

efficiency and sustainability. 

Why Africa? 

Africa’s abundant resources, strategic location, and growing infrastructure make it a prime 

destination for investment in green minerals. By tapping into these opportunities, investors can 

not only secure a stake in the global green revolution but also contribute to the sustainable 

development of African economies. Early investments in this sector are poised to yield 

significant returns as the demand for green technologies continues to rise. 



 

 

 

 

 

Africa’s role in the global transition to a sustainable future is undeniable. With the right 

partnerships, innovative solutions, and a commitment to responsible practices, the continent can 

establish itself as a leading supplier of green minerals, driving progress for generations to come. 
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